
in Sacramento. Our youth were together with more 

than 100 kids from all over our Synod who are also 

preparing for the NYG.  We were able to share sto-

ries, meet each other, worship together, pray to-

gether, celebrate the Lordôs Supper and get infor-

mation to prepare for our time in New Orleans.  

 Our group has a few new fundraisers com-

ing up this month (Bake Sale - June 7 and Tri-Tip 

Sale - June 21).  In addition to your financial sup-

port we would also greatly appreciate your prayers 

for all our youth as the prepare for the NYG and 

for the leaders who will go with them.  
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ñReady for the Big-Easyò 
 Our groupôs preparations for the National 

Youth Gathering (NYG) in New Orleans continue 

to move forward.  Our team is very excited about 

all that God will have to teach us and show us 

during this interactive week of faith formation, 

service, cross-cultural education, and Christian 

fellowship with more than 37,000 other Luther-

ans from all over the United States. 

 This past weekend our group was able to 

participate in a Synod-wide Pre-Gathering BASH 

 Do you have a computer that you use to visit sites 

on the internet or check your email?  Are you interested in the 

future of our church?  Does it bother you that many young 

people grow up in the church, but do not maintain strong ties 

to their local congregation following high school and into 

young adulthood?  If you answered ñyesò to some or all of 

these questions, then I strongly encourage you to visit our 

churchôs youth websiteðwww.hlcyouthfresno.org  

 This website is easy to navigate and is maintained 

on a regular (often daily) basis by our youth staff.  The site 

includes pictures, a youth calendar, information about up-

coming events and the like.  The website is also a place for 

conversations about faith and life .   

 We are the body of Christ and we all know that each 

of us brings unique gifts, talents and abilities.  There are 

things that our youth have not yet experienced in life and 

there is much that they have yet to learn.  Will you share what 

Getting to know - ñthe Answerò 
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youôve experienced?  There is passion and honesty within 

our youth that is inspiring, thought -provoking and encour-

aging.  Would it benefit your faith to hear what they have 

to say?   

 You might not want to walk up to a group of 

teenagers during Sunday morning coffee hour and tell 

them how often you pray for their future, but you might be 

willing to visit the youth website, read the conversation 

and add your own input and perspective.  I recognize that 

technology can be frightening and change can be scary.  

Iôm certain, however, that when adults take steps to enter 

into the world of youth culture in ways that are engaging, 

in order to embrace young people, Godôs kingdom will be 

built, faith encouraged and lives changed. 

 On Friday, May 22, our site will feature a new 

Blog entry designed to engage youth and adults.  Read the 

post, click on comments, read those, leave your own, then 

check back later to see how others respond to you.  This is 

crazy enough that it just might work; will you give it a try?  

ñYouth Website isnôt Just Kid-Stuffò 

May 16th ðSierra Pacific Synod Pre -Gathering Bash in Sacramento  ( Hope Youth in White )  


