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It has been a long and very eventful sum-
mer, but our “the Answer” (our youth ministry
program at Hope) is moving back to much of its
regularly scheduled programming. As this is the
first Youth Page I've done for a monthly newsletter
in quite sometime, I feel like I have so much to
share with all of you. First of all, I would like to
extend my deep appreciation for all of the love and
support I received at my service of Installation in
June. That was a very special day for me and I'm
grateful to the many of you that participated.

Since June, I've continued to stay busy. I
spent some time at home with my family as we
were making decisions for fixing up our home. We
hope to move into our new house in the next
month or two (God willing and the creek don’t
rise). I also had the opportunity to spend time at
camp with many of our youth. Allin all it was a
good summer, but I now find myself scrambling to
have people, plans and programs in place for the
upcoming year.

The coming year will be an exciting one
and I am really looking forward to see the ways
that God will continue to work in the lives of the
youth and families of our congregation. Our min-
istry to youth and families at Hope continues to
focus on providing opportunities for our youth to

learn about God, experience the joys of Christian
fellowship, meaningful opportunities to serve oth-
ers and occasions where they can set their focus on
God in worship.

Many kids and families these days are busy, *J
over-committed and stressed-out. My desire is that |
our ministry at Hope can be a source of LIFE and
not simply another set of activities to fit onto a cal-
endar or cram into a schedule. We offer programs,
events, classes and retreats not just to keep kids
busy and look like we have “a lot going on,” but to
offer young people the opportunity to deepen their
relationship with Christ and with one another.
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This coming month our youth ministry will
host “REFRESH—a Family Retreat” at Calvin Crest
Camp near Bass Lake. Our goal with this eventisto 7
offer families a chance to grow in faith together in a
way that brings them closer to each other and also
closer to other families with similar values and be-
liefs. We will do this through times of worship,
teaching, play and rest. If you are a family with a
child in 4th-12th grade, please consider attending.
If you think this sounds like a great idea and you’d
like to make a contribution toward this event,
please contact me. These are challenging years for
our youth; may God continue to bless them.

Your Partner in Ministry, Pastor Adam

“A Summer to Remember”

While many of our regular
weekly activities for youth took a break
for the summer, there was still plenty
going on. Perhaps the highlight of the
summer was the two weeks in July that
saw more than 40 of our youth take time
out of their summer to spend at camp.
From kids entering 4th grade to young
men and women just out of high school,
summer camp definitely provided an
opportunity for all of our kids to relax,
play, worship God and grow in faith.

Speaking of growth, after
spending their Spring Break working
with kids from the Whispering Woods
apartments near our church, our youth
decided it would be a good idea to go

back on a weekly basis during the summer.
I was thrilled to see 10-12 of our young
people willing to give their time each week
to play games and do crafts with other
kids, in order to build relationships with
our neighbors. What an example of
“extending hope in Jesus!”

With so many people going in so
many directions all summer long, this past
weekend felt like a chance for people to
come back together. It was a busy week,
but a really exciting one.

On Saturday five of our student
leaders spent six hours of their day with
70 other student leaders from various local
churches for a Leadership Summit. It was
beautiful to see the body of Christ come

together to encourage, nurture, teach and
equip our young people for mission and
ministry. On Sunday, after waking early to
pry the “freshmen” from their beds, there
were more than 30 high school youth at the
9am worship service where the congrega-
tion got to hear the powerful testimonies
from the Rwandan mission team. The day
was capped off with nearly 40 high school
youth enjoying a time of games and fel-
lowship in the community center as we
kicked-off a new year of high school youth
group. It’s sure been a great summer, but I
can’t wait to see what God will do next.



September 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5 No Youth 7 8 9 10 11
Group
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Pizza and

Parents

Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
National Week of Prayer for|Youth X

United Refreshd Family Retreat

26 27 28 29 30

What: REFRESH is a retreat-a chance
to take your family where cell phones
don’t work, to relax, learn, play and

praise God together with other families.

Get a form and register by Sept. 1

When: Friday evening and all day Sat-
urday (9/24-25)

Who: All families with a child in
grades 4-12.

Cost: $100 per family (we'’re trying to
make this affordable, but you need this
opportunity more than we need your $,
so talk to Pr. Adam if you need help).

Questions: Pr. Adam - 559.288.1444

Hope

Lutheran
Church

Extending hope in Jesus!

Regular Schedule
Sunday School 9:30am
the Life 6:00-8:00pm (Sun.)
Primetime 5:30-7:45pm (Wed.)

the Way ~ 4th-6th grade
the Truth ~ 7th-8th grade

the Life ~ gth-12th grade

Assoc. Pastor—Youth & Family

e Rev. Adam D. Knudson
adam@hopelutheranfresno.org

Assistant for Youth Ministry

For more Information on any scheduled
event you can check the online calendar

at www.hlcyouthfresno.org

e Ms. Alison Quinn,
Discipleship & Events
alisonq89@hotmail.com

Regular Schedule

The following opportunities should be con-
sidered part of our regular program and will
meet weekly from Sept. 1 - Dec. 15 (and then
will resume in January). We will do our best
to inform participants of changes to this
“regular schedule.” The youth website at
www.hlcyouthfresno.org has a calendar that
is a reliable source for further details and
information on upcoming events.

Sunday Schoold We have Sunday school
for all children through grade 8. Kids will be
promptly dismissed from the 9:30am service
to their classes which run concurrently with
our traditional worship service.

Primetime— On Wednesday evenings we
will have dinner at 5:30 and will have
classes for adults as well as children in
grades 1-12. Classes are from 6:15-7:45pm.

“The L High8chool youth group
meets on Sunday nights from 6-8pm. Join
us for fun, fellowship, lessons and more.

—
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Hope Lutheran Church
364 E. Barstow Ave
Fresno CA 93710
Phone: 559.439.4320

“United” is what we call it when
we get together with a dozen or more
other local churches from all different
Christian denominations for opportuni-
ties to worship, serve, pray and fellowship
together.

On Wednesday night, Sept. 22,
after students have gathered that morning
for prayer around the flagpole at their
schools (See You at the Pole), we will
gather at Northside Church for a chance
to be together and to kick-off an exciting
year of ministry and fellowship.

This event is for high school
youth. Other youth will participate in
regular Primetime activities. We will get
you more information as it becomes avail-
able, but our tentative plan is to meet at
Hope at 5pm and then drive over to
Northside Church for dinner and then a
time of prayer and worship from 6-8pm.



