
We have avoided the temptation to focus on the line 

between good and bad, acceptable and unaccept-

able, because this line normally leaves us with two 

kinds of people: the sinner and the self-righteous.  

As Christians desiring to live by God‟s grace, we 

have tried to set Christ in the center of the conver-

sation and focus our atten-

tion on Christ alone.  Not so 

concerned about who is 

“right” and who is “wrong” 

and who is “good” and who 

is “bad,” this focus allows us 

to receive and pursue God‟s 

best for our lives. 

 Many of our youth 

were present for these conversations and in the 

next few weeks they will have the opportunity to 

respond personally and publicly to the message 

they‟ve heard.  In the 9Am worship service on May 

30 and in the 11AM worship service on June 6, our 

youth will have the opportunity to make a 

“Commitment to Sexual Purity.”  This is a signifi-

cant step for our young people and as the people of 

Hope, I would ask that you would keep all of our 

youth in your prayers.  Thanks for all of your sup-

port and encouragement. 

 In His Service, Pastor Adam 
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“True Love Waits - A Commitment to Sexual Purity” 
 Sunday, May 16 was our final lesson in our 

“True Love Waits” series.  The purpose of this se-

ries has been to discuss the subject of sexuality 

and sexual purity in a way that is relevant, realistic 

and yet biblical.  The mainstream media and our 

culture get to express their views and give recom-

mendations regarding how we should treat our 

sexuality and the church is often hesitant to enter 

into this conversation.  During the past month the 

highs school youth of this congregation  have dis-

cussed the possibility of living life to the full. 

 Now many people might suggest that liv-

ing life to the full involves doing whatever you 

want, with whoever you want, whenever you want.  

While this lifestyle may be stylish, it seems to be 

far from fulfilling.  Broken hearts, broken dreams, 

broken homes and broken marriages are some of 

the obvious products of this way of living.  In our 

conversations, I‟ve suggested that perhaps God 

(the almighty creator of the universe) really does 

know what kinds of choices and decisions are best 

for us.  Perhaps when we adopt God‟s standards 

and priorities as our own, we are far closer to free-

dom and fulfillment than if we chose any other 

path. 

 Our conversations haven‟t centered on a 

detailed understanding of “right” and “wrong.”  

Getting to know - “the Answer” 
 Youth & Family Ministry at Hope 

 Are you entering 4th, 5th or 6th 

grade?  We’d like to invite you to par-

ticipate in “the Way.”  Will you be in 

junior high next year?  We’d like you to 

be a part of “the Truth.”  Our youth min-

istry program for high schoolers is called 

“the Life.”  These groups have a good 

time participating in cool events and 

they each have their own calendar and 

schedule.  This is a good thing.  We’ve 

got something for everyone. 

 Sometimes, however, it’s good 

for families to just be together.  It’s nice 

when all five family members aren’t 

running in five different directions.  It’s 

nice for families to have the opportunity 

to spend time with other families.  Our 

youth ministry program here at Hope 

strives to connect young people to a com-

munity of faith where they can grow in 

their relationship with Jesus Christ.  One of 

the ways that this happens is through the 

“big events” and trips our youth groups 

participate in.  The problem is that most 

parents don’t get to go on these trips and 

when the youth return home, the answer to 

“So, how was your trip?” is often “good” 

or “fine.” 

 In an attempt to offer opportuni-

ties for families and youth to grow in their 

faith together, the Answer would like you 

to SAVE THE DATE for September 24-

25, 2010.  We are working on our first 

“Youth Ministry - Bringing Families Together” 

YOUTH AND FAMILY RETREAT.  

This retreat will be for all families with a 

child in 4th-12th grade.  The retreat will be 

held at Calvin Crest Camp above Oakhurst, 

CA and the approximate times will be from 

6pm Friday until 4pm Saturday.  Our hope 

is that many families will make this retreat 

a priority in their schedules and will plan 

to come.  We are working to make this 

affordable and expect to charge $100-150 

per family for the event.  Do you have a 

heart for this type of ministry?  Let us 

know if you’d like to help.  We’re excited 

about what God is doing in the families of 

Hope. 
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the Way ~ 4th-6th grade 

the Truth ~ 7th-8th grade 

the Life ~ 9th-12th grade 
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For more Information on any scheduled 
event you can check the online calendar 

at www.hlcyouthfresno.org 

Bake Sale 
òthe Lifeó -  
Senior Appreciation 

There are several different ways 

that we would like to recognize and cele-

brate our graduating high school seniors and 

we hope that you can find room in your 

schedule for one or two (if not all) of these. 

Sunday, June 6, from 1:00-

2:45PM: Lutheran Campus Ministries will 

host a Graduate Luncheon in the Commu-

nity Center here at Hope. 

Sunday, June 13, at 9AM and 

11AM: we will take time during our morning 

worship services to recognize this important 

milestone in the lives of our youth and their 

families. 

Tuesday, June 22, from 5-

9PM: our youth ministry program will host 

a Senior Appreciation Swim Party and Din-

ner at the home of Jeff & Donna Little.  

Come for swimming and good food, and 

bring the whole family.  This will be a mean-

ingful evening for those seniors who have 

been such important parts of our youth 

group. 

 We hope you will make time in 

your schedule to join us.  To assist us in pre-

paring for these events, PLEASE RSVP to 

me (adam@hopelutheranfresno.org or 

288.1444) to let us know your plans for par-

ticipating.  

Wild Water Adventures 

òthe Lifeó -  
Youth Group 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

This is a great opportunity to bring 

our youth and families together for 

a fun day of water, sun and fellow-

ship.  Save the date and plan to join 

us.  $20 per person will cover your 

admission to Wild Water Adven-

tures and all of the park‟s great at-

tractions and waterslides as well as 

our own private picnic area with 

lunch provided.  We will have bar-

becue chicken, hot dogs and all the 

fixin‟s.  Registration is open.  Sign 

up today. Talk to Adam(288.1444) 

or Alison (313.1142)  for more infor-

mation. 

Summer Camp 

Bake Sale 

 Summer camp is coming and 

many of our kids are already getting ex-

cited.  We are thrilled that more than 50 

youth and children from our congregation 

will spend a week this summer at camp.  

Not only are they getting out of the heat, 

but they are going to a place where they 

will hear about God‟s love.  Not only are 

they going to a place where they will hear 

about God‟s love, but they are going to-

gether.  The experiences they share will 

forge friendships that will last for years 

and that will help our young people to be 

successful in living out their faith in their 

adolescent years. 

 To help families with the cost of 

camp we will have a FATHER‟S DAY 

BAKE SALE on Sunday, June 20.  So, 

come prepared to pick up something 

sweet for dear „ol Dad and support the 

youth and families of our congregation. 
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