A Sermon based on Jeremiah 1 and Matthew 7 ¢ Shalom Camp 2008

| just want to let you know that | consider it a privilege to be able to share with you during this

time of your week® L K2L)S 0(KIFIG &22dz2Q@S |ttt Sye2eSR
many of you that | have to thank for that. | expect that you all arrived here this week with a

variety of thoughts and perspectives about what was going to happen. So, how was your
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hopefully from people at Church. What will you say?

1 Itwas alright

It was amazing

It totally sucked, | O 2 dzt wRiyt6d home

It was the best week of my life, | learned so much about God.
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1 Uhhhhh, what camp?
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So, how did you experience camp this week? Do you know? Will you tell people the truth?
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Did you share? More than just your toothbrush?

Did you start to heal? Do you just have more wounds that need healed? Inside and outside?

Were you affirmed, did people accept you?
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working on that one?
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with?

Did any of this happen for you?
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Enough with the questions already? Yeah, sorry about that. There are many Pastors here with
far more experience and far more wisdom that they could share with you, and here you are
stuck with me ¢ some guy who asks a lot of questions. So, how was your week ¢ r u ready to
go home?
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| 26 Qa tAFS | G okndwhas it Jothdwheh yoi I8ftR Day&u diave things pretty
much under control? We heard in our scripture passage about the Wise and the Foolish
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{22 K2¢Qa @& AtheNiusk thatzreJjospel2edson Bilked about) ¢ do you have

things pretty much together, have you built your house on solid ground? Is the foundation of
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of times when | was growing up ¢ probably just like manyofyou. L RARYy Q4 S@SNJ 1
attention to it though. | knew that Jesus was supposed to be the foundation for my life, but |
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Anyone here play a sport? Anyone here have a best friend? A boyfriend/girlfriend? Brothers
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¢ you know what? It felt pretty good being a straight A student, all through middle school,
Valedictorian in High School, | went on to College and then Seminary and | did pretty well ¢ |

was good at school, other people knew | was good at school and it made me feel good too.
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graduated) so | had to get a job. Playing Varsity sports was great, traveling club team, | got to
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a busy schedule for soccer. Boyfriends/girlfriends, anyone here? Well, let me tell you

something ¢ that person will let you down. Brothers and sisters too, or God forbid ¢ you could

have an experience like my wife, where an asthma attack ended her & A & (féSwitEoq

warning.
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life, standing up straight and nice. | made sure other people were impressed by the things |
did, respected my accomplishments, liked me and wanted to be around me. You know what?
That was a lot of work. A lot of stress. And sometimes a lot of drama. Anyone here want to
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you?
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an IPOD and likes to hang out with kids half my age. So what does that make me? Cool, fun,
interesting, lame, pathetic?
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Society wants you to accept its labels for you, so you know what to buy, what to watch on TV,

how you need to talk, what music you should listen to, how hard you should work in school

and everything else. Let me tell you something, NONE OF THAT WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND
WHO YOU ARE. Did you know that everything you own will break, wear out, go out of style or
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Did you know that you will make mistakes at just about everything you try to do? School,

music, sports, friends, family? You are not what you do, no matter how good you are at it. Say
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matter who you are, people will say bad things about you and guess what? You will never be

able to control what they say, but the good news is you are not what other people say. Repeat
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a beloved child of God. Guess, what? God loves you!!! Pathetic, successful, athletic, artistic,
confused, tall, short, blonde hair, black hair, brown hair, purple hair, no hair, popular, lonely,
whoever you are - God loves you! Do you believe it? Can you believe it, do you want to

believe it? Because, that is the only way you are ever going to have peace, ever going to have
SHALOM. If you try to use any of this other stuff to create a foundation and stability for your
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scripture says, the rains come down ¢ the wind blows against your house. Do you want a
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this Good News with them. God called the Prophet Jeremiah into ministry what is he calling

you to do?

Did you hear that part of the scripture that Hans read? Before God formed the prophet
Jeremiah in the womb, he knew him and he knew what kinds of tasks would be prepared for
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and God has a plan for each one of you.
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after all kinds of things. Does that sound familiar to you? It seems like our country becomes

less and less Christian each day. Our values continue to move away from God. Have you
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through sharing, healing, affirmation, love and oneness and now we go out from this place as
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aware that many things are changing quickly. What are the things in your homes and in your

lives and even in your churches that need to be uprooted, torn down, destroyed and
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watch TV, to not have your cell phones constantly attached to your body, to be in a place

where you can be yourself. When you go home, what habits do you need to build and plant?

How will your life be different, or will you go back from this vacation and everything will return

to normal? God is at work in your life, God has a plan for you, lethimwork. D2 RQa RS & A
your life is for you to experience SHALOM every day, and to work through you to bring that
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your foundation and bring your life Shalom.
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