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A Sermon based on Jeremiah 1 and Matthew 7 ς Shalom Camp 2008 

I just want to let you know that I consider it a privilege to be able to share with you during this 

time of your weekΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪ ƘŜǊŜΣ L ƪƴƻǿ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

many of you that I have to thank for that.  I expect that you all arrived here this week with a 

variety of thoughts and perspectives about what was going to happen.  So, how was your 

ǿŜŜƪΚ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ 

hopefully from people at Church.  What will you say? 

¶ It was alright 

¶ It was amazing 

¶ It totally sucked, I ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ wait to go home 

¶ It was the best week of my life, I learned so much about God. 

¶ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŦǳƴΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻ ŎǊŀȊȅΦ 

¶ Uhhhhh, what camp? 

So, how did you experience camp this week?  Do you know?  Will you tell people the truth?  

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŎǊȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΚ  5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘΚ  5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ {I!LOM? 

Did you share?  More than just your toothbrush? 

Did you start to heal?  Do you just have more wounds that need healed?  Inside and outside? 

Were you affirmed, did people accept you? 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜΚ  DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ or are you ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

working on that one? 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ άƻƴŜƴŜǎǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

with? 

Did any of this happen for you? 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΚ 

Enough with the questions already?  Yeah, sorry about that.  There are many Pastors here with 

far more experience and far more wisdom that they could share with you, and here you are 

stuck with me ς some guy who asks a lot of questions.  So, how was your week ς r u ready to 

go home? 
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IƻǿΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ or how was it going when you left?  Do you have things pretty 

much under control?  We heard in our scripture passage about the Wise and the Foolish 

builder ς ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ  ό{ƛƴƎ song ς motions, etc.) 

{ƻΣ ƘƻǿΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ (the house that are gospel lesson talked about) ς do you have 

things pretty much together, have you built your house on solid ground?  Is the foundation of 

ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪΚ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎǳǘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƻƴƎΣ ŀ nice little story.  I heard it dozens and dozens 

of times when I was growing up ς probably just like many of you.  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ Ǉŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ 

attention to it though.  I knew that Jesus was supposed to be the foundation for my life, but I 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ L was placing a lot of other stuff as the foundation of my life also.  Any of you 

here get really good grades? ς ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ !ΩǎΚ  

Anyone here play a sport?  Anyone here have a best friend?  A boyfriend/girlfriend?  Brothers 

ƻǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΚ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΚ  !ǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘΚ  {ǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ !Ωǎ 

ς you know what?  It felt pretty good being a straight A student, all through middle school, 

Valedictorian in High School, I went on to College and then Seminary and I did pretty well ς I 

was good at school, other people knew I was good at school and it made me feel good too.  

DǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ (and besides, I 

graduated) so I had to get a job.    Playing Varsity sports was great, traveling club team, I got to 

Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōƭŀǎǘΦ  bƻǿΣ LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƭŘŜǊΣ ŦŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ 

a busy schedule for soccer.  Boyfriends/girlfriends, anyone here?  Well, let me tell you 

something ς that person will let you down.  Brothers and sisters too, or God forbid ς you could 

have an experience like my wife, where an asthma attack ended her ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ life without 

warning. 

CƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ LΩǾŜ tried to rely on all of these kinds of things to keep the structure of my 

life, standing up straight and nice.  I made sure other people were impressed by the things I 

did, respected my accomplishments, liked me and wanted to be around me.  You know what?  

That was a lot of work.  A lot of stress.  And sometimes a lot of drama.  Anyone here want to 

ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŘǊŀƳŀΚ  IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ǘƛǇΥ  ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΚ  ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ 

you? 

²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ŀ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ LΩƳ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ну ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘΣ ƻǾŜǊ-weight, intelligent, Youth Director, 

tŀǎǘƻǊΣ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƻƴΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŦŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ōǊŀŎŜƭŜǘǎΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǿƴ 

an IPOD and likes to hang out with kids half my age.  So what does that make me?  Cool, fun, 

interesting, lame, pathetic? 
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Society wants you to accept its labels for you, so you know what to buy, what to watch on TV, 

how you need to talk, what music you should listen to, how hard you should work in school 

and everything else.  Let me tell you something, NONE OF THAT WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND 

WHO YOU ARE.  Did you know that everything you own will break, wear out, go out of style or 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻōǎƻƭŜǘŜΚ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΦ  /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΚ  άL !a bh¢ ²I!¢ L I!±9Φέ  

Did you know that you will make mistakes at just about everything you try to do?  School, 

music, sports, friends, family?  You are not what you do, no matter how good you are at it.  Say 

ǘƘŀǘΣ  άL !a bh¢ ²I!¢ L 5hΦέ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƭƛƪŜǎ ȅƻǳΦ  bƻ 

matter who you are, people will say bad things about you and guess what?  You will never be 

able to control what they say, but the good news is you are not what other people say.  Repeat 

ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΣ άL !a bh¢ ²I!¢ h¢I9w t9ht[9 {!¸ !.h¦¢ a9Φέ 

{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘo you, 

so if you listen to anything, listen to this ς ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ 

όǊŜǇŜŀǘύέ  bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

a beloved child of God.  Guess, what?  God loves you!!!  Pathetic, successful, athletic, artistic, 

confused, tall, short, blonde hair, black hair, brown hair, purple hair, no hair, popular, lonely, 

whoever you are -  God loves you!  Do you believe it?  Can you believe it, do you want to 

believe it?  Because, that is the only way you are ever going to have peace, ever going to have 

SHALOM.  If you try to use any of this other stuff to create a foundation and stability for your 

ƭƛŦŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƛǊŜŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŎƻƳŜΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ 

scripture says, the rains come down ς the wind blows against your house.  Do you want a 

ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛȄŜŘ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ 

ŘǊŀƳŀΚ  DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳΦ  ό¢ǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉerson and tell 

ǘƘŜƳΣ άDƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ άDƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƳŜΦύ 

.ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ {I![ha /ŀƳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

go to ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ and even when we tell them, 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴΣ and we are the ones who God calls on to share 

this Good News with them.  God called the Prophet Jeremiah into ministry what is he calling 

you to do? 

Did you hear that part of the scripture that Hans read?  Before God formed the prophet 

Jeremiah in the womb, he knew him and he knew what kinds of tasks would be prepared for 

ƘƛƳΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΚ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƘ ƴƻΗ  bƻǘ ƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
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Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƧƻōΦέ  DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ  DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ 

and God has a plan for each one of you. 

JereƳƛŀƘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏhased 

after all kinds of things.  Does that sound familiar to you?  It seems like our country becomes 

less and less Christian each day.  Our values continue to move away from God.  Have you 

ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘ ǘŜƭƭ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ  DƻŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ άǳǇroot, tear down, destroy, 

ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿΣ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǘΦέ  5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŦǳƴΚ 

¸ƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Řŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ¢h5!¸Φ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {I!LOM, 

through sharing, healing, affirmation, love and oneness and now we go out from this place as 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƴŜŜŘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ȅƻǳΦ  hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

aware that many things are changing quickly.  What are the things in your homes and in your 

lives and even in your churches that need to be uprooted, torn down, destroyed and 

ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿƴΚ  ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ 

watch TV, to not have your cell phones constantly attached to your body, to be in a place 

where you can be yourself.  When you go home, what habits do you need to build and plant?  

How will your life be different, or will you go back from this vacation and everything will return 

to normal?  God is at work in your life, God has a plan for you, let him work.  DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

your life is for you to experience SHALOM every day, and to work through you to bring that 

{ƘŀƭƻƳ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳΣ Ƴŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ {ƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ōŜ 

your foundation and bring your life Shalom. 


